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ciff.furniture is the maga-
zine of CIFF, China International 
Furniture Fair.
The aim of this 8th issue of the 
magazine is to provide visitors 
with the information they need 
in order to best organise their 
visit to the fair, preview the the 
themes, the trends, the prod-
ucts, the events, and give some 
suggestions about what to see 
and do outside the fair. 
In fact, CIFF holds its exhibitors 
and its city in great esteem and 
wants to provide its visitors with 
a global experience of Chinese 
culture and the Chinese furni-
ture market.


This issue of ciff.furniture 
is devoted to phase one of the 
43rd edition of CIFF, which will 
take place in Guangzhou from 
18 to 21 March 2019, and which 
focusses on the home furniture, 
home décor & home textiles, 
outdoor & leisure furniture sec-
tors. The following issue will 
be all about phase two of the 
43rd edition CIFF (from 28 to 
21 March), dedicated to office 
furniture, commercial furniture, 
hotel furniture and furniture ma-
chinery & raw materials for the 
furniture industry.


CIFF is about to open!
We look forward to seeing you 
in Guangzhou.


ciff.furniture is a publication by
China Foreign Trade 
Guangzhou Exhibition 
General Corp.


publishing concept 
and realization by
EdimotionW
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Founded in 1998, CIFF - China International Furniture Fair 
(Guangzhou/Shanghai) has been successfully held for 42 sessions. 
Starting from September 2015, it takes place annually in Pazhou, Guangzhou 
in March and in Hongqiao, Shanghai in September, radiating into the Pearl 
River Delta and the Yangtze River Delta, the two most dynamic commercial 
centers in China.
Featuring industry interaction and all-round matching, CIFF, the world’s 
largest furniture exhibition and the most important 
business platform in Asia, covers the themes of home furniture, 
home décor & home textile, outdoor furniture, office 
furniture, commercial furniture, hotel furniture and 
furniture machinery & raw materials.
The spring and autumn editions of CIFF bring together more than 4,100 
and 2,000 world-leading brands respectively and host a total of more than 
350,000 professional visitors from 200 countries and regions.
CIFF, known as “Asia’s furniture sourcing center” and “the weatherglass of 
China’s furniture industry”, is a flagship platform among the exhibitions in 
China’s furniture and home furnishing industries.
Standing at the new starting point in 2019, CIFF will keep forging ahead. 
Committed to realizing Chinese furniture dream, CIFF will creating more 
value for exhibitors, visitors and the industry with enhanced quality and 
optimized exhibition experience!


The 43rd edition of CIFF is held in Guangzhou, divided into 2 phases 
according to product sector: the first from 18 to 21 March, the second 
from 28 to 31 March.
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Welcome to the 43rd CIFF!


I’m happy to welcome you in Guangzhou 
to attend the 43rd edition of CIFF, an 
international reference point in the fur-
niture sector to understand the market, 
de-codify trends, create values, provide 
solutions, connections and real business 
opportunities.
Without a doubt, excitement and innova-
tion are the key words of the next edi-
tion of CIFF Guangzhou, whose constant 
commitment offers a global platform that 
best launches exhibitors’ innovations, tak-
ing great care to welcome sector profes-
sionals, including the growing number of 
foreigners among them.
CIFF, the flagship exhibition in China’s 
furniture industry, is organized by CFTE 
as well as CBD that is the best platform in 
China’s building & decoration industry. 
CFTE’s parent company, China Foreign 
Trade Centre (Group), owns or controls 
two major exhibition centers in Guang-
zhou (China Import & Export Fair Com-
plex) and Shanghai (National Exhibition & 
Convention Center Shanghai). In this way, 
we can fully deploy the four-major home 
furnishing exhibition projects in the furni-
ture and building materials sectors in the 
two most dynamic areas of Pearl River 
Delta and the Yangtze River Delta. Such 
advantages are unique in China.
In recent years, the furniture and build-
ing materials enterprises have entered 
for CIFF and CBD, which reflects that the 
industries and enterprises attach great 
importance to the exhibitions, brings 
pressure and senses of responsibility and 
mission and spurs the organizers to con-
tinuing to think about how to provide the 
enterprises and industries with the satis-


factory and value-added services in the 
era of excessive exhibition capacity.
CIFF and CBD will work together to inte-
grate superior resources, enhance quality 
in continuous innovation, do better, strive 
for balanced and full development and 
make great efforts for the increasing need 
for the exhibitions in the industries.
I look forward to seeing you in Guang-
zhou!
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Welcome to the 43rd CIFF! Facts & Figures


Date of the event Phase One: 18-21 March 2019


Organizer China Foreign Trade Exhibition General Corp.


Frequency  twice a year (March in Guangzhou, September in Shanghai)


Venue China Import & Export Fair Complex and Poly World Trade Centre Expo


Sectors home furniture - home decor & hometextile - outdoor & leisure furniture


Opening times daily from 09:00 a.m. to 06:00 p.m.


Visitors Target Every type of furniture and furnishing specialist trade, specialist bed 
 retailers, interior designers, architects, designers, planners, joiners, 
 carpenters, interior decorators


Website www.ciff.furniture


Contact Ms. Jasmine Chen  chenjw@fairwindow.com.cn
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Metro Line 8


The 43rd China International 
Furniture Fair Guangzhou


Xingang Dong Station
 Exit A - Exit F
Pazhou Station
 Exit A - Exit B - Exit C


Phase 1: Hall Plan







The CIFF Home Furniture, that covers 260,000 sqm 
stretching into 26 halls in Areas A and Area B of the 
China Import & Export Fair Complex, focuses on three 
highlights of customized intelligence, mild luxury 
and design to provide the urban backbone with excel-
lent home furnishings as well as to serve the emerging 
consumers. 
Area A creates the “whole living space”: halls 1.1 to 3.1 
serve as International Hall, halls 4.1 to 5.1 as Design 
Hall, halls 1.2 to 3.2 as Modern Furniture/Nordic 
Furniture/Minimalist Furniture, halls 4.2 to 5.2 as the 
newly built Mild Luxury Furniture and halls 6.1 to 8.1 
as Whole House Customized Intelligent Furniture to 
further strengthen domestic sales based on continu-
ously enhanced exports.
Area B creates the “Premium Home Furnishings”: 
halls 9.3 to 11.3 serve as Dining & Living Room Fur-
niture, halls 9.1 to 13.1 and 11.2 as Sofa Premium, 
halls 12.2 to 13.2 as Sleep Center and halls 9.2 to 
10.2 as European & American Furniture, aimed to 
further consolidate and highlight the export functions, 


help more precise matching between exhibitors and 
visitors and enhance the sense of gain from the exhibi-
tion.


CIFF Home Furniture pays particular attention to the 
issues of Customisation + Interactivity + Design. In 
other words, when the product is adapted to express 
the personality of the person who has selected it. This 
is how new products are created, designed not be part 
of a series, but to shape themselves in such a way as 
to provide what the client is looking for. Products that 
can put themselves at the service of the user, exploit-
ing the high-level Internet of Things technology, cloud 
computing and smart chips, masterfully concealed in 
a charming design. And focuses also on Mild Luxury, 
quality products that can provide high-level comfort 
and luxurious design, but that at the same time reason-
ably priced, able to satisfy almost everyone, perhaps 
skilfully mixing together pieces that are different but 
easy to integrate.


Home Furniture


1
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HINLIM
2 
HENGYI
3 
AIK CHEE
4 
GUANGZHOUSHANGPIN HOME 
COLLECTION
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GAINWELL
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HOME PARTY
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HUIYA
8
TIPART
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FOURSEAS
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INNOVATION LIVING
2 
QUMEI
3
MILO
4
ARIS
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STEEL-LAND
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FINE
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LIFESTYLE
4
THE RUG REPUBLIC
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FURTON
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MILANO & DESIGN
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ZUOYOU SOFA
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AZHONG MENG
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Products preview
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MOKKI
2
ORIENTAL CREATION 
LIMITED
3
HUIXIN
4
HENGYI
5
GUOSEN FURNITURE
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WEOO
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CNO
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AI ZHOU MEI JING 
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KINWAI
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GO-STILL
6 
HOME PAINT


7 
ZOY
8 
CENTRO
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LENDBOND
2 
PANCASA
3 
SLEEMON
4
INNOVATION LIVING
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Products preview
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DEBRAH
2
VV CASA
3
ZHIBO
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DE RUCCI
5 
SLEEP HERO
6
HUIHANG
7
MAGISTER UT
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The Homedécor & Hometextile division of CIFF 
Guangzhou,, will be a real celebration of home and lifestyle 
decoration in which countless products will be presented 
and multiple themes will be developed in order to give life 
to the “Interior decoration living space.”
Home Décor & Home Textile will occupy the 11 pavilions 
in Area C of the China Import & Export Fair Complex in 
Pazhou, where 700 exhibitors will be present, including 
Global Views, Uttermost, VC Asia, AK, Viva Bella, Wangkai, 
Fuli, D.Sky Home, L-Art, Baijing, Silk Music, Jinda, 
Summer, Marsden, Vati, Diamond Star, Tian Yu, Fennessy, 
Link Life Creation e Jiading, important brands that will 
propose integrated solutions in response to growing 
décor demand, covering all themes within the furnishing 
accessory category: accent items, sculpture, glass, art and 
handicraft, paintings, Zen art, floral art, lighting, bed linens, 
furnishing fabrics, and carpeting.
For the first time, pavilion 16.4 will also be used, in 
collaboration with the Shenzhen Houseware Culture 
Products Association and the Shenzhen Dafen Oil Painting 
Association, to house an environment dedicated to painting 


as a celebration of the beauty of art and a source of 
inspiration for creative design.
Pavilion 16.2, dedicated to lighting, will see the presence 
of new brands such as VC Asia, AK, Jinda, Summer, 
Comely, Marsden e Huanyu, which will contribute exclusive 
solutions and the latest trends in light design.
Home Décor & Home Textile will see the debut of new 
brands like Gerodi, AK, Wangkai, Fuli, Taoyitao, Zhenghao, 
Chengqi, Yan Furniture, Queego and Yuli, further enriching 
the already-wide selection presently available and thus 
offering even more to CIFF visitors. Brands like Viva Bella, 
D.Sky Home, Flolenco, Omya, FH and Home & Superior 
will emphasise the beauty of ceramics, glass, and metal, 
introducing fine pieces designed in different styles, thus 
giving a presentation of harmony within diversity. The 
China Interiors & Decorations Conference (Spring) 
2019 will take place within the Home Décor & Home Textile 
division; through forums and meetings with designers and 
experts, it will analyze the evolution of lifestyles, explore 
new trends, and offer new inspiration.


Homedecor & Hometextile


1 21
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1
SANSISTER ART GALLERY
2
NICETIME    
3
TIAN YU ART SPACE
4
I FEEL
5
CA-PAT
6
SEAMLESS
7
TIAN YU ART SPACE
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Products preview
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1
HOME VALUE    
2
VATI INTERNATIONAL
3
SANSISTER ART GALLERY
4
VISUAL COMFORT
5
TAIYU WANXIANG
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HUANGTING HUI   
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I FEEL
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YUQIU
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ZHENGHAO
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HUANGTING HUI   
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1
ARTWIST 
2
HQ
DECO HOME  
3
D.SKY  
4
TAOYI TAO
5
QOOLTANGO
6
FLOLENCO


Products preview
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7
JIENARTS  
8
VIVA BELLA    
9
PERSIAN TIME
10
YEVETTE
11
WELAND
12
OMENIA
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Products preview
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UTTERMOST
2
SILK MUSIC
3
M&SENSE
4
LING HOME DECO 
TEXTILE
5
FULI
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SUBILI RUGS
7 
YALONG
8
DAQI


9
COMELY LIGHTING
10
SUMMER
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With the continuous improvement of the quality of 
life in China, the desire to spend more and more 
free time outside is motivating an increase in do-
mestic demand and a significant expansion of the 
offerings in outdoor and garden furniture.
With 350 excellent Chinese and international 
exhibitors specializing in outdoor furniture, 
CIFF (Guangzhou) - Outdoor & Leisure 2019 will 
be the key international event for launching new 
products on the market and discussing trends and 
new concepts for the sector with top designers and 
entrepreneurs.
The 70,000 square meters of exhibition space 
are organized into 3 sectors: New Courtyard Life 
Theme Pavilion (Hall 18.3), New Materials Cell 
(Hall 18.2), Party Zone (Hall 17.2), and Design Cell 
(Hall 18.1), in which prominent companies such 
as Meifa, Higold, Artie, Yatai, De-Garden, Wapus, 
Evergaining, Yiting, Yaobao, Divanolounge, Twist, 
Couture, Artiture, Hongli, Sprading, Toplit, Yalees, 
Hantang, and Wise Space Aesthetic Design will 
present outdoor furniture, tables and chairs for lei-
sure, shade systems, garden equipment and décor, 
barbecue tools, curtains, landscaping fountains, 
pools, sculptures, and wooden houses.
Within the Design Cell (Hall 18.1), innovative de-
signers and design studios from Italy, the United 
States, the Netherlands, and Hong Kong will 
present new projects and ideas based on shapes, 
materials, and colours designed for the purpose of 
establishing a dialogue with the designers of this 
sector.
International designer Normand Couture will 
present his new collection of outdoor furniture (hall 
18.2), which combines six materials, among them 


leather, cardboard, fabric, and ribbons.
The Home Furnishing Design Show and 12x12 
Design Show (Global Garden Lifestyle Festi-
val) in Hall 17.3, the Joint Exhibition of Chinese 
Courtyard Leaders in Hall 18.3, the New Product 
Launch Window, and the ‘Leisure Life Without 
Boundary’ Concept Show are a few of the design 
events that will be showcased at Outdoor & Lei-
sure 2019. And then, on the evening of 19 March, 
the ‘Meet the Colour of Italian Lifestyle’ Design 
Night will inaugurate the collaboration of Twist and 
Lamborghini.
The Global Garden Lifestyle Festival 2019, a the-
matic exhibition of Outdoor & Leisure, will explore 
Italian ideas and trends. In this context, the 12X12 
Creative Design Show will give life to a collabora-
tion between 12 important design institutions and 
designers from different countries and 12 excellent 
companies to offer the world’s most creative gar-
den furniture. The Outdoor Kitchen Life Experi-
ence Zone, EAST Salon, and other brilliant exhibi-
tions and forums will also be presented, offering a 
different experience of outdoor living.
The event New Courtyard Life Theme (Hall 18.3) 
proposes a dialogue between tradition Chinese 
garden culture and modern international design in 
response to market trends.
In Hall 17.2, the Tencent Golden Penguin Balcony 
Design Competition will bring together compa-
nies such as Couture Balcony, Derui, Zhongyuan 
and Shiyang to offer a new way of life that makes 
the most of balconies. The Party Zone will provide 
an opportunity to relax and experience the joy of 
open-air parties.


Outdoor & Leisure
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1
MONDECASA VASE
2
HONLY
3
EXPRESS GARDEN 
MANUFACTURER
4
ARTIE GARDEN
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Products preview
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1
LINYA
2
PERFECT    
3
COUTURE JARDIN
4
SANDEN
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DECO SEATING  
6
WAPUS    
7
GOLDEN EAGLE 
OUTDOOR LIVING
8
TWIST
9
XISHAN
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Products preview
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HPL
2
PERFECT    
3
OSMEN
4
MARYARD
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DIVANO LOUNGE
6
JYL
7
IVINI
8
ARTITURE
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Products preview
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1
FIBERSUN  
2
LAZYBAG    
3
IMPULSES
4
SAILON
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5
MINDO  
6
ULAND    
7
IVY GARDEN
8
SUNJOY LEISURE
9
EVER GAINING


7
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China first producing country 
of upholstered furniture


The upholstered furniture market accounts for 
about 16% of total world furniture consump-
tion and it is worth around US$ 70 billion. Cur-
rently the largest markets are China, the United 
States and Germany. The openness of the North 
American markets to foreign products is a ma-
jor structural phenomenon and it has also been 
the main growth engine for international trade in 
upholstered furniture in recent years.
In the period 2008-2017, world upholstered fur-
niture consumption increased by 23% with Asian 
countries being the main drivers of the growth. 
China, India and Indonesia are the most increas-
ing markets for upholstered furniture across the 
area. The Asia and Pacific region is expected to 
be the fast growing area for upholstery consump-
tion also in 2019. In particular, China, the world 
largest market, experienced an annual increase of 
7% (2008-2017), reaching a value of over US$ 20 
billion. 
Upholstered furniture production is worth about 
US$ 74 billion, including about US$ 47 billion for 
local consumption in the manufacturing countries 
and about US$ 26 billion for exports, which con-
stitute international upholstery trade.
Asia and Pacific is the main manufacturing area 
with a 54% share of world upholstered furniture 


production, followed by Europe, accounting for 
21%. North America ranks third with an incidence 
of 15% on worldwide production. The other geo-
graphical areas hold marginal shares. 
The production of upholstered furniture is highly 
concentrated in only 6 countries accounting for 
around 80% of total output. Major producing 
countries are China and – at a distance - the 
United States, Poland, India, Italy and Germany. 
Production of upholstered furniture recorded a 
14% growth compared in the period 2012-2017, 
increasing faster than the whole furniture produc-
tion. World upholstery production development 
is the result of different performances across 
regions, with Asia and Pacific outperforming the 
other areas. 
The US furniture industry continues to be very 
strong. The United States plays a central role in 
the upholstered furniture sector at a global level. 
Upholstered furniture is one of the fast-growing 
segments within the furniture industry. Upholstery 
carries considerably weight in the US furniture 
industry, accounting for nearly 20% of total na-
tional furniture production and consumption. 
Upholstery consumption in the US experienced 
rapid growth after the global recession, recov-
ering and even exceeding the pre-crisis value. 


by Giulia Taveggia, CSIL Centre for Industrial Studies – Milan, Italy
(www.worldfurnitureonline.com)
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Upholstered furniture. Ten major producing countries, 2017


Do you sell through E-Commerce?


Local market growth has bolstered the US up-
holstery furniture industry since 2009. In 2017 
upholstery consumption in the US reached a total 
value of about US$ 17 billion, ranking second 
on a global level. Traditionally the US upholstery 
market has been an open market, depending 
considerably on import flows. About 40% of local 
upholstered furniture consumption is satisfied by 
imported products, making the US the first uphol-


stered furniture importer in the world. In 2017 the 
United States imported for a value of about US$ 
7 billion. Upholstery imports recorded an average 
annual growth of +11% between 2012 and 2017. 
China accounts for more than 65% of total US 
upholstered furniture imports. Beside China, major 
US country partners for upholstery imports are 
Vietnam and Mexico.  


Source: CSIL. 


Source: CSIL. 
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Ever since its birth, Guangzhou has been an inclusive 
city. Diversified cultures converged here and friends from 
all over the world keep gathering in this megalopolis.


Guangzhou not only embodies the traditional 
Cantonese culture, but is also the pioneer of 


China’s reforms that has resulted in its unique way 
of lifestyle, modernization, liberal ideas, distinctive 
cuisine and tremendous wealth. Guangzhou 
represents a combination of traditional and modern, 
eastern and western cultures.


Guangzhou. 
Welcome to our city!
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Guangzhou. 
Welcome to our city!  8 places to visit in Guangzhou


Zhujiang New Town is the modern 
Central Business District of Guangzhou 
organized around Huacheng Square - one 
of the best skyscraper-connected urban 
spaces in the world, that serves as eco-
nomic heartland of the city.
All the major buildings, including admin-
istrative, residential, financial, cultural and 
shopping, mean to impress and are de-
signed by world-class architects known 
for their bold, forward-looking and state-
of-the-art creations. Symbolic landmarks 
of Zhujiang New Town are the 2 city’s 
tallest skyscrapers: the Guangzhou CTF 
Finance Centre (530 meters high) and the 
Guangzhou International Finance Center 
(439 meters high), the Guangzhou Opera 
House, the Guangdong Museum and the 
Guangzhou Library.
 


1
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Beijing Lu
This is the main shopping 
thoroughfare, a pedestrian street 
where most stores are open from 9 
am to 10 pm. There is a wide range 
of shops available, from a large 
modern-style department store to 
shops selling the latest fashions for 
young people, to the ultra-cheap 
shacks hawking t-shirts, jewellery 
and knick-knacks. In the centre 
of the street there is a display of 
the original road from the Song 
Dynasty (960-1279). 


Canton Tower
A 610 meters high TV tower, is the tallest 
building and the symbol of Guangzhou, 
second tallest building in China, and the 
fourth tallest free-standing structure in 
the world. Built from steel and cement, 
it has three observation decks and a 
number of incredible attractions: the 
Bubble Tram, a panoramic Ferris Wheel 
rising up to a height of 455 meters; the 
Sky Drop, a 30-metre freefall drop, from 
a height of 485 meters; the Spider Walk, 
an external staircase between the 32nd 
and the 64th floors, whose 1,028 steps, 
some of which are transparent, make 
it one of the longest in the world. An 
unforgettable experience, particularly at 
night time.


Dafo Temple
The “Big Buddha Temple” is one of the five renowned Buddhist 
temples in Guangzhou with a history of more than one thousand 
years: it was built by Emperor Liu Yan in the Southern Han dy-
nasty (917–971). Later it was destroyed and rebuilt many times.


Li Wan
Liwan District has lots of attractions and 
historical sites. You can see the traditional 
Cantonese architecture from the Qing Dy-
nasty and an interesting blend of Eastern 
and Western cultures.


2


4


3
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Ancestral Temple of the Chen Family
With a history of more than 100 years, it’s also called Chen Clan 
Academy and was a place in both for offering up sacrifices to 
ancestors and for study. Now it serves as Guangdong Folk Arts 
Museum to show the most characteristic Guangdong architecture. 


ShangXiaJiu Pedestrian Street
The street is notable for its unique Lingnan archi-
tectural style, Xiguan folk customs, commercial 
and cultural ambience, featuring the characteris-
tics of European and Chinese styles. As one of the 
most famous commercial centres in Guangzhou, 
it has 250 shops and is a showcase of traditional 
Cantonese architecture, especially pretty at night 
when lit up.


Yuexiu Park
China’s biggest park covers an expanse of 90 
hectares; it is made up of three artificial lakes 
and seven hills of Yuexiu Mountain. It is a perfect 
combination of cultural relics and ecological tour-
ism, reputed for its pretty water and hills. The main 
places of interest include the stone sculpture of the 
Five Rams.


Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall
Located at the southern foot of Yuexiu Mountain, Sun Yat-sen 
Memorial Hall is the biggest hall in memory of him all over the 
world, with an area of 6.6 hectares. It’s also one of the landmark 
buildings in Guangzhou. Paying a visit, you can enjoy not only 
the exhibitions about Sun Yat-sen but also the beauty of the 
building plus the famous ancient trees. 


Shemian Island
This Island has a great historic signifi-
cance since it served as an important 
port for Guangzhou’s foreign trade 
during Song and the Qing Dynasty. It 
was an English and French enclave from 
the middle of the 19th century, and still 
maintains the appearance of a European 
town, offering enjoyable strolls among 
old European buildings and gardens in 
a more relaxed and quite atmosphere 
where streets are partly pedestrian only.


5
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Temple of the Six Banyan 
Trees & Flower Pagoda
First constructed in 537, this Bud-
dhist temples in Guangzhou is one of 
the most silent places in this frenetic 
city; it has been rebuilt a number of 
times and has also been given differ-
ent names through the ages: the most 
recent of these is “Temple of the Six 
Banyan Trees”.


Baiyun Mountain
It’s a great place to relax and enjoy a day among 
lush and rolling hills, to see people enjoying nature, 
playing games and doing sport. There are many 
places to rest and refreshments are available along 
the way. From long time ago, Baiyun Mountain 
has been one of the most famous spots of natural 
beauty, and it’s still known as the First Spectacular 
Scene of Guangzhou.


Nengren Temple
It was first built during the reigns of Xian 
Feng and Tong Zhi, emperors of the Qing 
Dynasty. The temple contains a number of 
historic sites, including the “Tiger” inscrip-
tion, the Sweet Spring Water, the Jade 
Rainbow Pond, the “Floating Clouds over 
the Moon” sight and the ancient bridge.


Yuan Xuan Temple
This Taoist temple is modelled after the 
Temple of Heaven. This dignified archi-
tecture with a symbolic layout and design 
enjoys peaceful and quiet surroundings. 


6
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RedTory
This district of abandoned industrial factories, 
traditionally built from red bricks, has been com-
pletely redeveloped and is now a cultural zone, a 
veritable artists district. Here it is pleasant to stroll 
around and have lunch in one of the small restau-
rants lining the streets, browse through the quirky 
shops and visit the art galleries.


Guangdong Science Center 
Located in Guangzhou Higher Educa-
tion Mega Center, is a state-level key 
project with 120,000 square meters 
of interior construction area. With the 
slogan of “Get close to Science, Em-
brace the Future”, the science centre 
sets the goal of becoming the larg-
est and most advanced science and 
technology museum in Asia. 


1 Taste the flavour of Cantonese food
Regarded as the culinary capital of China and the 
cradle of Cantonese cuisine, Guangzhou houses 
more restaurants per person than in any other part of 
China. There are only a few other cities in the world 
where you can savour such unusual and sophisti-
cated taste sensations. The Cantonese cuisine uses 
a wide range of ingredients from the sky, the earth, 
and the water; the top dishes in Guangzhou include: 
Dim Sum, White Cut Chicken, Shao Wei Seafood, 
Hot Pots and Cantonese Desserts.


2 Enjoy the nightlife
Guangzhou really comes to life at night: this ever-
vibrant city has myriad of pubs, clubs, and karaoke 
bars scattered around downtown. Bai-e-Tan bar 


Street is perhaps the most popular street where a 
mix of people from around the world gather to party 
the night. Other bar clusters include those around 
Binjiang Lu and Huanshi Lu. the Party Pier Beer 
Zone has become a symbolic spot for travellers to 
enjoy the most beautiful Pearl River and Canton 
Tower view while having a beer. 


3 Go on the Pearl River cruise
Cruising the China’s third-longest river through 
downtown Guangzhou on colourful riverboats is an 
enjoyable experience. Different durations and routes 
cruises depart throughout the day and night; best 
are the sunset ones from Tianzi Wharf, taking in the 
blend of heritage and futuristic riverside architecture 
as it lights up in its neon evening glow.
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4 Go shopping 
Guangdong Province is China’s centre for commodities 
manufacturing. In Guangzhou, inexpensive electronics, 
clothing, computers, and thousands of other products 
are on sale in the huge markets and thousands of 
shops. You’ll see a myriad of shoppers and business 
people in the major clothes wholesale markets, elec-
tronics and components can be found in numerous 
shops and stores; Beijing Road and Shangxiajiu are 
the most popular retail streets.


5 Visit museums
Guangzhou boasts a vast array of comprehensive 
museums; among them the Guangdong Museum of Art 
hosts modern and contemporary arts; the collection of 
Guangdong Museum comprises over 160,000 pieces 
and explores Guangdong culture and handicrafts. The 
Zhenhai Tower, an iconic five-story building, houses 
the Guangzhou Museum, largely dedicated to recent 
political events and a smattering of examples of prime 
exports from the last 200 years. 


6 Visit contemporary art spaces and gal-
leries
Thanks to its affluence of people from all over the 
world and relative liberalism, the contemporary art 
scene in Guangzhou is as vibrant as any other interna-
tional capital. Great contemporary art spaces, galler-
ies and museums, like Redtory Art & Design Factory, 
YouYou Contemporary Art Centre, Fei Gallery, 53 Art 
Museum, Vitamin Creative Space, Libreria Borges, Ob-
servation Society and Loft 345, are worth a visit.


7 See Cantonese Opera
If you really want a taste of Chinese culture, you 
should see Cantonese Opera, originating in southern 
China’s Cantonese culture. It is popular in Guangdong, 
Guangxi, Hong Kong, Macau, Singapore and Malaysia. 
Like all versions of Chinese opera, it is a traditional 
Chinese art form, involving music, singing, martial arts, 
acrobatics, and acting. Jiangnan Theatre is one of the 
most important Cantonese Opera theatre of Guang-
zhou.


8 Visit the surroundings
In couple of hours by train or by car you can visit beau-
tiful natural and architectural contexts, to get an idea 
of the most authentic Chinese landscapes and cultural 
environments. Guilin is famous for its karst landscapes, 
idyllic countryside, and rural life. In Kaiping you can 
discover the Diaolou, multi-storeyed defensive village 
houses which display a complex and flamboyant fu-
sion of Chinese and Western structural and decorative 
forms.
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